July 16, 2010

Dear Parents and Students, 


I hope that you are experiencing a very enjoyable and relaxing summer break with family and friends.  Before long we will be starting another exciting year of school in this vibrant community of Archbishop Jordan Catholic High School.  I am very proud to be the Principal of a school with such a strong tradition of excellence in the numerous clubs, teams and academic programs provided.  Jordan is a great school in which student’s display their talents, leadership and are proud to be a Scot.  I hope that this year you become fully involved in the social, athletic, leadership, spiritual and academic life of the school.  In doing so you will be contributing to the vibrant environment of the school and I am confident that you will find your high school experience more rewarding.  I pray that this year will be a year of great fun and success for all of our Jordan students!

I would like to extend a special welcome to all of those students who are new to the school.  I am sure that you will find the students and staff very friendly and willing to help.  May God bless and guide you in your journey this year!  Enjoy the rest of the summer! 

God Bless,

Lorne Monaghan

Principal

· New Jordan Staff:  We are pleased to welcome two new teachers to ABJ for the 2010 – 2011 school year.  Ruth Tymko comes to us from St. Mary's and will be teaching mostly English.  Vanessa Rivard comes to us from St. Thomas Aquinas in Spruce Grove and will teach mostly Religion.  We are looking forward to them joining our team.

· Farewell:  Thank you to Mrs. Cleary Stuart the English Dept Head for her years of service and dedication to ABJ.  We wish Patricia a fond farewell and best wishes as she retires.  Also thank you to Rudy Roman and Kurt Rackel for their contributions to ABJ this last semester.

· Newsletters: There will be 6 Newsletters coming home this year with your son/daughter on the following dates:  September 3, October 8, November 26, February 9, March 24 and May 13.  Please ask your child for them on those dates so you can stay informed about life at Jordan.  Newsletters are also posted on our website www.archbishopjordan.ab.ca.  If you are able, you may pick up a copy at the school as well.  It is my hope that you are all well informed of all the news at Jordan this year.   

· Staff Introduction Evening:  September 13, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

“New format for 2010” - Drop in any time between 7:00 and 8:30 p.m. - Wine & Cheese, Coffee & Desserts!  Please join us to meet the staff of Archbishop Jordan and ask any questions you may have about programs or activities at the school.  The evening will have no formal program and is intended to allow parents to get to know our great team!

· ABJ Open House 2011:  March 7, 2011

Everyone is welcome to attend the ABJ Open House highlighting the quality programs offered at ABJ.  Displays, tours, demonstrations and much more will be available.  Stay tuned for more information.

· School Council: Archbishop Jordan School Council will hold its first meeting of the year on September 20th – 7:00 p.m. in the school Library.  Every parent in the school is welcome to attend these meetings. The purpose of the council is to provide parents with a voice in the governance of the school and to inform parents about many of the issues related to the education of their high school children.  This council is an excellent way to be actively involved in the education of your son or daughter.  Meeting dates for 2010/11 are November 1, January 10, February 28, April 11, and May 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library.

· School Mass:  It is a great pleasure to celebrate the Eucharist together as a school community, which we have done often here at Jordan.  Our first mass of the school year will be a theme of New Beginnings.  It will take place on September 17 at 9:15 a.m. in the gym.  Any parents or parish community members are welcome to join us as our guests at that time.  It is through our sharing in the life and death of Jesus Christ that we become united as a community.  Please join us if you are able.

· Awards Night: The Annual Academic Awards Night is set for October 25 -  7:00 p.m. at Festival Place.  This special evening recognizes the strong academic accomplishments of last year’s students. There are many scholarships and trophies given out sponsored by generous benefactors here in Sherwood Park.  We truly appreciate their support for the outstanding achievements of our fine young men and women.  Invitations will be sent out to the recipients to confirm their attendance at this celebration.  Please make an effort to join us!

· Attendance: One of the main keys to success in high school is to attend classes regularly and punctually.  It is a requirement under the Alberta School Act that all students do so.  At Archbishop Jordan we believe in communicating the attendance of your son or daughter to you as parents.  Attendance is taken in every class by each teacher and recorded on the attendance computer.  At the end of each day in the evening, the ‘SynreVoice’ Autodialer will contact the home phone of all absent students to deliver a recorded message advising the parent of the absence. This call is to confirm the absence of the student that day.  We do ask that a parent phone the school at 780-467-2121 and leave a message on the Absentee Voice Mailbox (Press 3), in the event of illness or an excusable absence.  If a student’s absence becomes a problem in any class, the classroom teacher will contact the parents to discuss the issue.  An administrator may be involved at this time or in a subsequent meeting.  If the student fails to solve the problem, it may be necessary to withdraw the student from the course.  As a parent, if you wish to have an attendance profile at any time, you are encouraged to phone the school office to request it.  Strong attendance leads to strong achievement.

· Grad Information: Grad pictures are mid October to early November.  The Grad Ceremonies will be held with the Mass on Saturday May 28/11 at 5:00 pm and the Commencement exercises on Sunday May 29/11 at 2:00 pm, at the Shaw Conference Centre.  The Grad Banquet will be at the Shaw Conference Centre on Saturday, June 25, 2011. 

· Dress Code:  Included in this mailing is a copy of the Dress Code for Archbishop Jordan.  We have recognized lately that current fashions have taken direction that does not fit with the philosophy and appropriateness of Catholic school apparel.  Please read the Dress Code and purchase school clothing accordingly.  We are a special environment; a Catholic High School focused on learning.  Please encourage your son or daughter to dress appropriately and recognize this.  Students will be asked to change if they are wearing inappropriate clothing. 

· School Sponsored Activities: Every year there seems to be some confusion about which activities are school sponsored and which are not.  Archbishop Jordan follows all guidelines of the Elk Island Catholic School Division when it comes to field trips and excursions.  If your son or daughter is involved in a school trip, there will be a permission and consent form that must be signed by a parent/guardian.  The Principal and the Assistant Superintendent approve these trips for risk and curricular appropriateness.  There are certain events that are not sanctioned, supported, or supervised by teachers of Jordan or the Elk Island Catholic school board.  These include the grad ski trip; the safe grad and any May long weekend camping trips.  Please do not hesitate to contact the school for clarification if you are unsure if the trip is school sponsored.

· Please Note:  In order to get the upcoming year off to a great start, please read the attached Registration Procedures for some very important information.
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ARCHBISHOP JORDAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

REGISTRATION PROCEDURES - 2010-2011

Enclosed you will find an invoice for the 2010-2011 school year, based on the student courses selected.  A list of outstanding fees owing from the past 2009-2010 school year, plus locker clean-out fees will be shown, if they apply.  An invoice(s) for lost or damaged textbooks or library books may be included, also if applicable.

Counsellors are available beginning Tuesday, August 24th for any outstanding program issues.

Please note any changes to individual timetables will be made only if there is a serious problem that falls under one of the following categories:

i) the student wishes to eliminate a spare(s)

ii) the student has failed a prerequisite course and therefore has need to repeat a course

iii) there is a serious imbalance in the student’s program: e.g. three sciences in one semester; two spares in one semester vs. none in the other; four Diploma Examinations in one semester vs. two in the other

iv) the student has completed a course in summer school and this necessitates a change in the timetable.  Students are asked to bring their report card from summer school or proof of the completion of the course.

PLEASE NOTE:  During registration on the days indicated below, students will be able to pay their school fees and pick-up an agenda.  Icon Experience Photography will be taking photos for their school I.D. card, their yearbook picture and “photo package”.  School I.D. cards and proofs for ordering photos will be distributed the first day of school, Monday, August 30.

The schedule for student registration, photos and payment of fees on August 24 & 25 is as follows:

GRADE 12:
Tuesday, August 24

9:00 am – 2:00 pm



Surname:



A - F      9 am – 10 am

G - L
10 am – 11 am


M - R
 11 am – 12 noon

S - Z
  1 pm –   2 pm

GRADE 11:
Tuesday, August 24

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm



Surname:



A - F     2 pm – 3 pm

G - L
  3 pm – 4 pm

GRADE 11:  Wednesday, August 25

9:00 am - 11:00 am



Surname:



M - R
  9 am – 10 am

S - Z
 10 am – 11 am

GRADE 10:
Wednesday, August 25

11:00 am – 4:00 pm



Surname:



A - F   11 am – 12 noon

G - L
 1 pm – 2 pm



M - R    2 pm – 3 pm

S - Z
 3 pm – 4 pm



To register please comply with the following: 

1. Registration will be held in the school Cafeteria.  There will be an information table set-up as you come in the front doors for you to pick-up any pertinent forms.  The registrations will be done on a first come, first served basis within your “Surname” assigned time.  Please be prepared with your requests and be patient as you wait to be served.  

2. From the common room, proceed to the fee payment area inside the cafeteria with your invoice and full payment.  Grade 11 and 12 will need to check for outstanding textbooks and library books and pay for any that have been lost.  Once you have completed that, you pick up an Agenda and a School Lock (Gr. 11 and 12 – only if you need to purchase a new one).  You will then proceed to the “Photo” area where you will have your School ID, yearbook and photo package pictures taken.  Please dress appropriately for your photos.

3. Visa, MasterCard, Debit and Cheques are accepted for school fees payment (please note that Debit is in-person only).  The school fees invoice includes an area at the bottom to fill out credit card information, for your convenience.

4. Post-dated cheques for school fees are an acceptable method of payment.  We will ONLY accept 3 evenly divided cheques dated September 15, October 15 and November 15, 2010.  If you are experiencing financial hardship and are unable to pay fees as requested on registration day, please make an appointment to see Mr. Monaghan, Principal as soon as possible.

Lockers Assigned: .  The Locker # assignment is found on your Course Timetable, which will be available as you come in the front door.  Grade 10 students will have their locks already on their assigned locker.  Grade 11 and 12 students must put their Jordan locks purchased in grade 10 on their assigned lockers.   Please note that only locks purchased at school are allowed on Jordan lockers. The Enclosed Locker Use Agreement Form must be completed in full, signed and submitted on Registration Day.  Complete this form and turn it in with your fee payment.

Registration Day is your Picture Day: All student pictures will be taken on the above noted registration days with the exception of Grad photos, which will be taken sometime in October.  Yearbook photos are required for all students. Optional “photo package” pictures will be available through ICON Experience Photography for families wishing to purchase them. 

IMPORTANT  THINGS TO BRING TO REGISTRATION:

· Payment  & Invoices for School Fees & Lost Textbooks

· Locker  Use Agreement Form (Student & Parent Signature)

· Grade 11’s  and 12’s (bring your lock from Grade 10)

· A Smile for your ID and photo package 

Regular classes for all students begin with the normal Day 1 Timetable on Monday, August 30 at 8:41 a.m.  This is a regular instructional day and dismissal will be at 3:16 p.m.


The Friends of ABJ Club (FABJ) and COBS Bread on Baseline Road have partnered up to raise some "dough"!

COBS Bread is offering The Friends of ABJ Club the opportunity to make some easy ‘dough’ simply by encouraging you, family and friends of ABJ to buy their bread and bakery goods at COBS Bread, Lakeland Ridge location.

Through participation in the Dough Raiser program, COBS Bread will donate 5% from applicable purchases back to The Friends of ABJ Club to be used towards a variety of School Projects, such as the new Saint-Paul Award and Grade 12 Prayer Bags.

When you shop at COBS Bread, simply mention ABJ High School and FABJ will get credit.  It's that simple and you get to support ABJ High School Students!


Thank you to Cobs Bakery, Sherwood Park for their generous donation of 7 dozen Scones and for the many ABJ Parents who donated goodies for the ABJ Staff Appreciation Coffee Break, held on June 16th, 2010.  The treats were thoroughly enjoyed!
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ABJ Scots Football Fundraiser!!!

What:  Pub Night + Silent Auction 

When:  Saturday, October 16th, 2010

7:00pm ‘til closing

Where:  Post-time at Fitzgerald’s Pub,

4704 97 St NW, Edmonton

Why: to continue the Tradition of the ABJ Scots Football and support the 2010 Team.

Cost: for this 18 + event is $10.00pp includes an appetizer, meal, door prize entry.

For tickets contact szottlittlehook@hotmail.com


Heartfelt Thank You!!

Friends of ABJ Club would like to extend a “thank you” to OLPH Parish Council, Knights of Columbus, CWL and the many Parents and Students for their generous donation of time, talent and treasure to ensure the success of the 3rd Annual Prayer Bag initiative.

      
On Wednesday, June 16th, the 280 Grade 12 students of ABJ High School were presented with brown paper bags, which were decorated by the Grade 2 students from the following schools:  Jean Vanier, Madonna, St. Theresa, OLPH, St. Luke, Holy Redeemer, FKK and Holy Spirit.  

    
Each bag was filled with a Prayer card, some goodies and many prayers for success on their final exams.  The Parents, School, and Parish want the Students to know that they are in our Prayers during this stressful time and that we wish them God’s Blessings in their future endeavours.


School Council needs your help!

We need you to consider being a part of the School Council Executive 2010/2011.

The following positions are vacant:

Vice Chair

Secretary

Member at Large x 2

A description of each position is found on the ABJ Website www.archibishopjordan.ab.ca link School Council news.

Please contact Michelle Szott @ szottlittlehook@hotmail.com for further information.

Mark you calendar for the next

School Council Meeting.

WHEN:  September 20th, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.

WHERE:  ABJ School Library

Come and get informed

